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Message From
the Director

At the heart of every organization

are the values guiding every decision
they make. At the Litchfield Historical
Society, we lean on our values every
day when assisting visitors, providing
programming, and developing exhibits.
While many people know us simply

as “the Historical Society,” we are more than a singular entity.
We are comprised of multiple offerings — the Litchfield History
Museum; Helga J. Ingraham Research Library; Tapping Reeve
House and Litchfield Law School; and Tapping Reeve Meadow.
With four distinct elements across two sites, our values ensure
our offerings are aligned, consistent, and indicative of who we
are.

On the pages of this year’s Annual Report you’ll find stories
highlighting how we put our values of Inclusion, Inspiration,
and Sustainability into practice this past year. Through
partnering with community members, challenging ourselves and
others to hear old stories in new ways, and working to ensure
the future of our historic collections, the Litchfield Historical
Society lived out our values daily.

I hope as you read and explore the highlights of our 2025
operations you can also see yourself in what we do. As always,
your participation, your gifts, and your partnerships form the
basis of these stories. The Litchfield Historical Society is your
organization and together we work to connect our community
and audiences with their history.

With many thanks, Jessica Jenkins
Executive Director



INnclusion

At the Litchfield Historical

Society (LHS) we value shared

experiences and believe in v
the importance of growing
together. As a local history
organization our community
members are invaluable
partners — some volunteering
countless hours to share their
knowledge and skills. For
years, East Litchfield resident,
Dan Keefe, has researched

and sought photographs by
Litchfield photographer Neal D.
Benedict. Working in the 1880s
and 1890s, Benedict's work — ——

ran the gamut. He captured Neal D. Benedict

rural landscapes, street scenes,

portraiture, and even left us with documentary photos of the
devastating destruction and rebuilding of West Street following
two 19th century fires.

While LHS staff knew of Benedict and his work, hours spent
with Dan deepened our knowledge significantly. Photographic
scenes in our collection were identified, Benedict’s business
pursuits came into clearer focus, and the shared goal of
documenting his life in Litchfield was jointly pursued.

As the Historical Society became excited by the information
Dan shared with us, we wanted to share that enthusiasm with
others and highlight Dan’s important work as a local historian.
With Dan’s research as the foundation we developed the 2025
exhibit, Litchfield Through a Lens — The Photography of Neal
D. Benedict. This exhibit provided the opportunity to share
many photographs from our collection, while also encouraging




We create safe and welcoming spaces. We strive
to remove barriers that prevent audiences - and
potential audiences - from engaging with integrity.

visitors to consider the role of
photography as art, documentary
evidence, and a major part of their
lives. Without Dan’s partnership this
project would not have connected
with audiences in the same ways. By
bringing community members to the
table we can share authority in telling
the stories of our shared history and
ensure that all visitors are able to
see themselves reflected in LHS’s
offerings. This culture of inclusion
deepens and enriches all we do.

Newspaper Advertisement
Litchfield Enquirer, 1889

View of the corner of West St. and South
St. Looking southeast from the west
Neal D. Benedict, 1886



INspiration

When William Grimes published The
Life of William Grimes, the Runaway
Slave, considered to be the first fugitive
slave narrative in American history, he
was doing something revolutionary. For
the publication’s 200th Anniversary,
the staff at the Historical Society were
inspired by Grimes’s indomitable spirit
to plan a commemoration that was

both a celebration and an opportunity
for meaningful reflection and learning.
Building on our longstanding
collaboration with his descendent,
Regina Mason, we organized a weekend Cover of the

of programs, the highlight of which was republished The Life
a dramatic reading and accompanying of William Grimes, the
panel discussion. Runaway Slave

Held on the site that Grimes and his family once lived, an
audience of 80 people — including many descendants of Grimes

Storyteller Andre Keitt reading excerpts
from The Life of William Grimes



himself, gathered to hear excerpts of the narrative read out loud
by the talented storyteller Andre Keitt. Keitt was joined by a
panel of leading experts, including Regina Mason, Bill Andrews,
and Kari Winter. The innovative format combined performance
with scholarship and gave the audience opportunities to connect
both emotionally and intellectually. When Keitt performed, the
audience could feel the power in Grimes’s words, and when the
panel contextualized
the excerpt, it was
an opportunity to
understand deeper.

The weekend’s

success was made
possible through the
contributions of our
speakers, partners, and
the many members of
the Grimes family who Grimes’ descendent and leading
traveled to Litchfield for this authority Regina Mason (right) with
commemoration. In addition Sean Durant, Producer/Director
to the dramatic reading, the of Gina’s Journey: The Search for
weekend included walking William Grimes

tours and a screening with

Q&A of Gina’s Journey the Search for William Grimes at the
Bantam Cinema.

An accompanying exhibit on Grimes’ narrative is on display
through the Summer of 2026. Even after the weekend, Grimes’s
words continue to inspire audiences to “Think what [he] has
felt.”

We work to spark curiousity. We invite new ways
of thinking. We ask hard questions of our audience
and of each other.



Sustainability

With our work at the Litchfield Historical Society (LHS), we
focus not only on serving our community in the present, but also
on meeting the needs of our community members in the future.
As a repository, the LHS pursues this mission by intentionally
cultivating our archival and object holdings, keeping our
collections resilient and adaptable for the present and future
needs of the museum and our community members. A key part
of this process has been our Collections Development Plan
(CDP): a strategic plan for our collecting activities.

Formally approved in 2024, the CDP was produced not only
with current collections scholarship and best practice in

mind, but also in conversation with a variety of community
stakeholders. This dialogue identified several points where the
collection could be developed. In particular, the plan defines two
key areas for growth: collecting essential Litchfield stories and
developing further partnerships within our community

Litchfield High School Wamogo Letterman Jacket,
Letterman Jacket, c. 1960 c. 1960
Gift of Charles A. Hyres Gift of John C.N. Kilbourn



We plan for the future. We invest strategically. We
anticipate and evolve.

Using the CDP as a foundation, we have taken steps to meet
these two objectives. In 2025, we opened and filled two seats
on the collections committee with emerging professionals in
the museum field. They have already injected fresh voices into
our collecting discussions, and we have been able to support
budding local professionals as well. The collections committee
and staff also approved the implementation of a collections
tiering system. Once implemented, this new system will allow
us to better evaluate new acquisitions and existing holdings.
Combined with our use of the CDP to identify narrative areas
for growth, this allows the LHS to be more thoughtful with its
collecting activities and storage spaces. Planning also took place
for the creation of a sustainable digital preservation and access
program in anticipation of the burgeoning digital age.

By pursuing these goals laid out in the CDP, we’ve laid the
foundation for a more robust and accessible collection, one that
will be available to Litchfield and LHS stakeholders for many
generations.

The full Collection Development Plan can be found on our
website at
litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org/about-us/policies-and-reports/
or by scanning this QR code:




February

LHS kicks off a series of
community conversations
exploring memories of the
past.

March

38 attendees compete in
our “More than Just History” .
Trivia Night at the Litchfield
Distillery

April

Litchfield Through a Lens and
Litchfield Remembers open
at the Litchfield History
Museum

May

Descendants of William
Grimes join us in Litchfield
to commemorate his life
and work.

June

Recruiting Poster used LHS’S pop-up eXthIt in

in Litchfield County Goshen at the premier of
the award-winning play A

Goodnight Kiss




July

The 27" Annual 4™ of July
Pet Parade brought 51 pets,
and their humans, to the
Tapping Reeve Meadow.

September

Our Fall Fundraiser brought
the party to the Litchfield
Community Center with
Changes in Latitudes.

December

We hosted a community
reading of the U.S. Constitution
with the League of Women
Voters of Litchfield County.

August

Using our collection and the
museums as inspiration,
summer campers explored
art, science, and history.

October

Nearly 7000 people enjoy
the 58 scarecrows on
display at the Tapping Reeve
Meadow.




Our Donors

$10,000 and Above

Linda Blakely

Ruth Coe Trust

Elizabeth Daniels

Richard and Rosie Furniss

$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous
Whitney S. Bagnall
Christopher Kelly and
Joanna Geraghty
In honor of Rosie Furniss
Kate and Bill Honan
Philip Samponaro

$2,500 to $4,999
Teno West

$1,000 to $2,499

Arthur and Tara Diedrick
Barry and Merle Ginsburg
Kenneth and Cara Blazier
Tom Curran and Laura Lasker
Catherine Doyle
The Francis J. and Louisa J.

Oneglia Foundation
Carole Gibney
Robert and Margaret Goodhouse
Anne and Ken Green
Ben and Deirdre Grosscup
Paul and Jane Hinkel
John and Luce Jakimetz
Kevin and Katerina McCarthy
John and Nancy Newton
Greg and Cathy Oneglia
Rod Oneglia and

Michael Quadland
Alexandra and Frederick Peters
Richard and Rosamond Quay
Michael and Tina Reardon
Charles and Molly Roraback

Donna and Barry Winnick

$500 to $999

Heidi Asselmeyer
Lockett F. Ballard
Michael and Kathleen Beatty
Egils and May Bogdanovics
John and Colette Boyd
James and Susan Breece
Amy and Dan Brooks
Paul and Donna Casali
Alan Cohen and Martha Green
Harold and Elaine Colvocoresses
John and Fran Cullinane
Sharon H.S. Doty
Emily Eisen
Deborah Foord
Malcolm Forbes
Stuart and Christine Gartner
Gerald and Sara Gault
Peter Howe and Anthea Disney
Jessica D. Jenkins and

Karen M. DePauw
Carole Gilbert
Susan Kendall
Jedd and Susan Levine
Marla and Dirk Patterson
Susan Rea
Alice Ridgway and Kevin Noll
Rosemary Ripley and

Peter Grubstein
Humphry and Paula Rolleston
Frank Salamone
Andy Santiago
Joyce Schwartz
Adrian and Margaret Selby
Alexander and Jo-Anne

van den Berg-Ohms

In memory of Jan and Faith Ohms
James Youngling and

Susan Jordan



Board President Tina Reardon
welcomes former Acting and Deputy
Director of the CIA at American
Intelligence: Then and Now

$250 to $499

Ace Hardware of Litchfield
Matthew and Berta
Andrulis Mette
Jim Audibert
Dutch and Hilary Barhydt
In honor of Tina and Michael Reardon

Berkshire Electronic Protection, Inc.

Robert and Martha Bernstein
Trent Berry
Byron and Rose Brooks
Civic Family Services
Ann Marie Crossman
Hal and Joan Davis
Michael Exstein and

Lida Greenberg
Andrew and Debra Fechter
John Gay Jr. and

Marion Donahue Gay
Norman and Trudie Hamilton
Stephen and Brigid Healy
Harvey Hubbell V.
Craig and Joan Inciardi
Jay and Catherine Fields
Leith and Maria Johnson

Euan and Sophie King
Melissa Kneuer
Michael and Susan Kovalchik
Stephan Krucker and Norman
Ambrose Sauer
Peter and Eileen Litwin
Susan Magary
In memory of Alan Magary
Barry Marcus
Burt and Laura Mashburn
Thomas and Renate McKnight
Joanne Moore
Woody and Beverly Mosch
Nathan Liverant and Son, LLC
Samuel Olmstead
James Huffstetler and
Patricia O'Reilly
Edward and Deborah Osborn
Fred and Wendy Parkin
William and Leslie Polito
Greg and Denise Raap
Richard and Leora Reese
Eugene Riccio
Bruce Schnitzer and Alexandra
Champalimaud



Our Donors

Anne Segall

Matt and Maggie Shafer
Stuart Sheinbrot

Shrine of Lourdes in Litchfield
Amelia TR Starr
Stedronsky & Meter, LLC
Julia and James Streit

Carl and Deborah Ullman
Robert and Elena VanWyck
Eric Vanderpoel 11

Merle Waxman

Jeffrey and Elaine Zullo

$100 to $249

Mrs. Dirck Barhydt

In honor of Michael Reardon
Elisa Bauer

In memory of Corky Bauer
Norma and Richard Auer
Martha Babbitt
David and Debbie Beauregard
Charles and Sandra Becker

In memory of Esther D. Hartwell
Philip and Anne Bergen
Tina Bernacki

Carter and Sarah Booth

Lynn Brewer

Marguerite Brooks

Polly Brooks

Bill and Maggie Bucklin

Constance Budelis

Virginia Budney

Joseph Budny

Tom Busta

Scott and Denise Butwill

Matthew Cain and Amy Dyer

Rachel Carley and Steven Mintz

Dianne Carofino

Chris and Ellen Christopherson

Elsa Clark
In honor of the Woodruff Family
and Ralph Hinchman

Kenyon Clark

Al and Teresa Coffill

Sara Conklin

Kay Ellen Consolver

Barbara Ann Cook

John and Fran Cullinane

Mary Floyd Tallmadge Chapter,
Daughters of the American

United States Court of Appeals Judge
William J. Nardini examines Litchfield
Law School notebooks



Revolution
Frances Devlin
David and Kathleen Dillon
Eve Endicott
John Endicott
Brigitte Fehn
Frank and Edie Foster
Daniel and Claudia Fuessenich
Laurel Galloway
Jerry and Bette Geci
Joan Gill
Perley and Karen Grimes
Morton and Judith Grosz
Drew Harlow
Camille Hausheer Barnett
William Havemeyer
Patricia Hearn
Peter and Barbara Herbst
Richard and Anna Heys
Glenn and Lara Hillman
Linda Hocking
Thomas and Judy Hogan
Jean and Tom Horrigan
Dennis R. Hughes
J. McLaughlin
Michael Kazan
Michael and Martha Kelly
Garnett and Marsha Kiser
Heather Knape
John LaGattuta
Eric and Susan Latos
Litchfield Patriots Inc
Edward Ludke
Jeffrey and Karin Maddox
Michael and Janet Magnifico
Stephen and Maura Malo
Marie McFadden
Susan McFeely
Norman Mellk
Ken Merz and Denise Pratt
Rich and Zack Miller-Murphy
Marietta Kefauver-Moore

Director Jessica Jenkins tours
the Helga J. Ingraham Research
Library with Leslie Mueller, host of
Museum Access

Michael Moraghan
In memory of Marty and
Jane Moraghan
Rudolf Morgan
David and Suzanna Dressler
The New York Community Trust
Roger and Susan Newbury
In honor of the Newbury Family
William Newman
Jocelyn Nightingale and
John Pirro
Katherine Oneglia and
Jay Trevorrow
Raymond and Ellen Oneglia
Kristen Orr
Pamela and John Van Siclen
Pamela Pheeney
Diana Ripley
Andrew Roraback and
Kara Dowling
Margaret Roraback
Nancy Ross
R. Diane Ryan



Terrence Ryan and

Elizabeth Whalen
William and Ellen Savoia
Boris and Susan Sawula
David W. Schmidt
Hugh Schoelzel
Marc and Lois Shafir
Nan Skeie
Nancy Skilton
Ben and Audrey Solnit
Carole St. Mark
Lee Swift Cook
Joshua and Carolyn Szwed
Jessica and Jason Travelstead
Monsignor Robert F. Tucker
Barbara Veerman
Peter and Jill Vermilyea
Jacqueline Warren
Tom Wilkas
John and Robin Willink
David and Anna Marie Wilson
Katia Zero and George Crane
Brett Zuraitis

$1 to $99

Jane Ambrozaitis
James and Nancy Amrich
Ellen Baker
Rita Barredo
Keith Benson
Laurie Blackwell
Clayton Blick and
Linda Canfield Blick
Mandi Bokman and Bradley Cost
Ann and Miles Borzilleri
Melissa Boyer
Carol Bramley
Lori Ann Brass and Allan Phillips
Timothy Breslin and
Susan Clarkin
Perry and Troy Brown
Robert Burns and Gary Schiro
Peter and Susan Carpenter
James and Dona Casey

LHS Summer Intern Cecelia works
with Curator Nicole Carpenter

In memory of Phoebe
Susan Cheney
Frank Chiaramonte
Laura Coffill
Wendy J. Costa
Deborah Cronin
Pat Damiani
Cheryl C. Dickinson
Dominican Sisters of Hope
Nancy Doty
Alex Dubois and Cyndi Tolosa
Steve Dunsky
Gail Fairclough
Diane E. Field
Doyle Finan
In honor of April and Matt Blasavage
Sharon Fisher
Daniel and Marcia Fowler
llene Frank
Stephen and Liz Funk
Kristin Gallager
Barbara Gay
Yvonne Reynolds
Mark Graf
Rosemarie Greco
Debora Hanna
Richard Hershner
Maria and Tim Hill
Tom Hines and



Mary Ann Poinelli
Janet Hooper
Rand Hubbell
Margaret Stanford Hunt
In honor of Sean Kunic
William and Marie Kennedy
Howard and Frances Kiernan
Donald and Diane Klock
James and Susan Laurino
Sydney Ludvigson and
Victoria Kocian
Robert and Jennine Lupo
Albert Macchioni and
Laura Cardello
Walter and Consuelo Mack
Audra MacLaren
Judith Mahieu
James M. Maloney
James M. Maloney Jr.
Kathryn Manson
John Martin Associates
Architects, LLC
Mark McEachern, Torrington
Historical Society
Susan and Tom McGowan
Warren and Alison Meister
Robert and Janice Metro
Judy Murray
Edward O’Connell

John Oddy and Jane McNamara
Seton O'Reilly
Donna Pace
Philip and Bernice Olivetti
Rosanna Platzer
Susan V. W. Pollock
Arthur and Eileen Schmidt
Robert Porter
Nancy Rath
Mark and Holly Robertson
Barbara Shattuck
Glen and Gladys Shaw
Gary and Julith Sink
Warren Stevens

In memory of Medad Hills
Thomas Sulier
Ricardo Tarrega
Walter Thompson
Bryan Waugh
Gary Waugh
Wendy Wentworth and

Richard Joslin
Shelly Whitlock Pope
Don Wilkes
Ann Williams
J. Fenton Williams
Tom and Elaine Witherspoon
John A. Wright
Sarah Zullo

6" Annual Scarecrows in the Meadow
Opening Celebration



Collection Donors

Martha M. Babbitt Mandy lanniruberto
Dutch Barhydt Leith Johnson
William Bucklin John C.N. Kilbourn
Sarah Dalton-Morris Litchfield Garden Club
Debra-Lynn E. Fritch Litchfield Land Trust
Rosie Furniss David A. Luzi

Bette and Jerry Geci Jacalyn Mills

Carol Gillett Lori Presti

Richard H. Hamilton Susan Read

Carol A. Hanny Victoria Sansing
Eric K. Hatch David Siddall

Victor Hladik Union Savings Bank
Charles A. Hyres Jeffrey A. Villar

Eric Stowe Hatch (1902-1973) Litchfield Preparatory School
Oil on Canvas by John Wycliffe Yearbooks
Lowes Forster Gift of Susan Read

Gift of Eric K. Hatch



Community Partners

Town of Litchfield Park Northwest CT Arts Council
and Recreation Litchfield Land Trust

Susan B. Anthony Project Litchfield Garden Club

Bantam Cinema Region 20 Schools

Plein Air Litchfield League of Women Voters of

Litchfield Community Center Litchfield County

Lecture on stone walls with Arts Night Out in the Tapping

the Litchfield Land Trust Reeve Meadow with NWCT
Arts Council

Summer Camps through Plein Air Litchfield Quick
Litchfield Park and Paintin the Tapping Reeve
Recreation Meadow
Volunteers
Franco Barbacci Jerry Geci Jane McDermott
David Bill Brigid Healy Humphry Rolleston
Edie Foster Steve Healy Lynn Skokan

Bette Geci Maria Hill Lisa Waugh



Sponsors

TN & Torrineton

¥ Savings Bank

@ northwest
COMMUNITY BANK

Trusted, Innovative. Connected

cARMoDYE W

WEST GROUP
LAW PLLC

Gallagher

FINN DIXON
& HERLING

The Clothes Tree Litchfield Prevention Council



Funders

cthumanities

The Seherr-Thoss Foundations

@ northwest
COMMUNITY BANK

FOUNDATION

ANCCF

lorthwest CT Community Feund

Delaware Valley Historic Sampler Guide

Supporters
)
VIKING
BEFI DENg  LITGHFIELD

DISTILLERY.

~ ABNER =~ @
e = s >



Financials

Support and Revenue

Contributed Income $216,778
Grant Income -
Investment Income $453,293
Admissions / Program Fees / Shop $13,783
Total Support and Revenue $683,854
Expenses
Salaries and Taxes $360,869
Benefits $33,475
Exhibits / Programs / Research $12,415
Urtilities $51,528
Maintenance / Repairs $58,073
Operating Expenses $137,102
Total Expenses $653,462
Net Surplus $30,392
Grant Income - Restricted 2010-2025
Capital Projects $1,470,825
Collections / Database $200,784
Programs $219,028
Long-Term Planning $8,000

Total Grant / Restricted Income $1,898,637

Crafting Musket Balls
Oilon Canvas
by James Calvert Smith
Gift of Union
Savings Bank
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2025 by the Numbers
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